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ACTION SS-30 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /031 W 

060098 

O R *31220Z J*N 74 
FM AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 454 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

CONFIDENTIAL COLOMBO 0253 

EXDIS 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, UK, IO 
SUBJ: DIEGO GARCIA 

REF STATE 12770 

1. IOE ALSOP ARTICLE RE UPGRADING OF DIEGO GARCIA BROKE IN 
CEYLONESE PRESS TODAY AND UNFORTUNATELY AT TIME WHEN THREE 
CHAMPIONS OF NON-ALIGNMENT, GANDHI, TITO AND BANDARANAIKE, 

ARE GATHERING IN NEW DELHI (COLOMBO 195). 

2. THANKS TO ALSOP PIECE, I LEARNED FOR FIRST TIME FROM REFTEL 
THAT WE ARE PLANNING TO DICUSS UPGRADING THIS WEEK WITH BRITISH 
AND ARE ABOUT TO NOTIFY CONGRESS OF OUR PLANS. I HOPE DEPT 
WILL AGREE THAT THIS EMBASSY HAS MORE THAN PASSING INTEREST 

IN STATUS OF DIEGO GARCIA. SRI LANKA IS PRIME MOVER OF INDIAN 
OCEAN ZONE OF PEACE PROPOSAL AND SRI LANKA AND 
MALDIVES ARE GEOGRAPHICALLY CLOSER TO DIEGO THAN ANY OTHER 
COUNTRIES. THEY NATURALLY CONSIDER DEVELOPMENTS IN CHAGOS 
ARCHIPELAGO AS AFFECTING THEIR INTERESTS. 

3. WE WILL MAINTAIN "NO COMMENT" POSITION IN REPLY TO PRESS 
INQUIRIES ON ALSOP ARTICLA BUT THIS STANCE MAY BECOME MORE DIFFI 
CULT WITH APPEARANCE NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE, JUST 

RECEIVED (STATE 014470). HOWEVER, I WOULD APPRECIATE FOLLOWING 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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SOONEST: (A) FOR MY PRIVATE INFORMATION, RATIONALE AND SPECIFIC 
DETAILS ON OUR PLANS AND TIMETABLE FOR CHANGING STATUS OF 
DIEGO GARCIA; (B) GUIDANCE RE DIEGO S FUTURE FOR USE WITH SRI 
LANKA GOVERNMENT. 
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VAN HOT J.F.N 
CONFIDENTIAL 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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